With few exceptionsperhaps most notably a paper suggesting that squamous carcinoma can be induced venereally in the rectum as well as the cervixeach report in the first group deals with the frequency of many or all types of cancer in one country or ethnic group. The longest of these reports reproduces maps and other data on geographical variations in cancer mortality from the Chinese National Mortality Survey of 1973-75. Unfortunately, the lettering on the maps is too blurred and the colouring too variable to do justice to this most impressive project.
Each paper in the second section considers cancer of a particular site. Most echo or review earlier publications and refer briefly to the scope for future work although interesting new data are presented on such topics as thyroid cancer in atomic bomb survivors, adenocarcinoma of lung, and meat and fat intake in relation to colorectal cancer.
I would not rate the book as a whole as required reading outside the 'Pacific basin'. There is something anomalous about reviewing cancer incidence around as much as one-half of the globe whilst leaving the other half in relative darkness. IAN The appearance of a new journal in any field may meet with apprehension from readers who have insufficient time to read the mass of literature already available in their own specialized field. The introduction of Microsurgery, however, is different as it is an amalgamation of two good journals and will be much welcomed by those interested in this field. The development and clinical application of microvascular surgery has experienced an explosive advance during the last decade. During this time, the Journal of Microsurgery and the International Journal of Microsurgery emerged and each published a profusion of papers in this field. Papers in other microsurgical fields have continued to appear.
Microsurgery including microvascular surgery is a technique of surgery, not a specialty in its own right. Though some have predicted that it may soon be so, it will remain a technical application used by specialists from different fields. The new journal has recognized this by appointing international section editors from the diverse fields of plastic and reconstructive surgery, orthopaedics, ophthalmology, gynaecology and otolaryngology. It is hoped that contributions from each of these specialties will be attracted to strengthen the quality of the journal.
The new journal has two authoritative editors who were involved in microvascular surgery at its earliest development. Its first issue, though weighted towards microvascular surgery, has a good range of excellent papers. The journal itself is generous in size with good quality photographic and diagrammatic reproduction. It promises to be a successful journal as the central literary forum for all interested in this field.
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